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Magnifice Rector, clarissimi totius Universitatis Professores, Your Excellencies, 
Dear Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Today we honour a great European, who has advanced the cause of European 
integration and greatly contributed to raising DCU's reputation as "the European 
university in Ireland". 

Enrico Letta is many things: a former Prime Minister of Italy, the Dean of 
prestigious academic institutes, and the author of a visionary report on the future 
of the European internal market. But Enrico is also a fan of AC Milan, which, 
from my viewpoint, was a precondition for awarding him this PhD. 

Enrico's life is marked by many firsts. He was the youngest head of the Cabinet 
Office of the Italian Prime Minister, and the youngest Minister for European 
Affairs in Italy's history. But above all, Enrico is the proud father of three 
children, a true gentleman and a man of principle, renowned for his 
commitment to knowledge, his public service, and his unwavering confidence in 
the project of European integration. 

Three ideas continually interplay in his life and inspire his action: scholarship, 
politics and Europe. 

In fact, these were the ingredients of the world in which Enrico grew up. His 
father is a professor of mathematics who worked for many years at the 
University of Strasbourg, in France, where Enrico grew up breathing the 
European air. His uncle, Gianni Letta, was something of an éminence grise in 
Italian politics, and he too surely had an influence. 

Throughout his adult life, Enrico has skilfully moved back and forth between 
political engagement and academic life, playing many roles, but always in the 
service of the European dream. 

Enrico graduated in political science from the University of Pisa, and obtained a 
PhD in international law from the Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna in the same city. 
During his studies, he was active in the youth wing of the Christian Democratic 
Party, and in the 1990s he was elected President of the European Young 
Christian Democrats. He divided his time between Brussels and Rome, at a time 
when the Maastricht Treaty was remaking Europe. 

With the mentorship and support of two great political figures, Beniamino 
Andreatta and Romano Prodi, Enrico was appointed Secretary General of the 
Committee for the Euro within the Italian Treasury in 1996. There he steered 



Italy's technical preparations for the single currency, before serving as Minister 
for European Affairs and then Minister for Industry and Trade. 

Around the turn of the millennium, Enrico returned to academia as professor of 
European affairs at LIUC, near Milan, and then at HEC in Paris. In 2004 he was 
elected to the European Parliament, and two years later he became 
Undersecretary of State to Prime Minister Romano Prodi. By 2009 he was 
Deputy Secretary of the Italian Democratic Party. In 2013, after inconclusive 
parliamentary elections, President Giorgio Napolitano appointed him Prime 
Minister of Italy, a position he held for almost a year at a difficult political time. 

After that experience, Enrico returned to academia in Paris. He served as Dean 
of the School of International Affairs at Sciences Po from 2015 to 2021, while 
also presiding over the prestigious Notre Europe think tank, founded by Jacques 
Delors, and the AREL think tank in Rome. 

Since 2024, Enrico has been Dean of the School of Politics, Economics and 
Global Affairs at the Instituto de Empresa in Madrid. There he has championed 
reforms of higher education while continuing his research and writing, which 
now includes a dozen books in three languages. 

In 2023, the Presidency of the Council of the EU gave Enrico a mandate that 
showed the esteem in which he is held across the continent: to write an 
independent report on the future of the EU internal market. The result, Much 
More Than a Market, published in 2024, is a sweeping diagnosis of the 
economic and political challenges Europe faces. It is also a roadmap for 
relaunching the European project by building on one of our greatest assets. One 
of its key proposals is a bold new "fifth freedom", the free movement of 
research, innovation and education, to sit alongside the four freedoms that have 
underpinned European integration since 1993. The report goes further still. It 
calls for a new Savings and Investments Union to unlock capital for Europe's 
industries and for protecting a right to stay for non-mobile EU citizens. It also 
makes the case for the Union to finally think, and act, at the scale its challenges 
demand. 

It is a vision aimed at transforming lives and societies. It sees Europe not as an 
abstract, far-away place, but as the space in which we can collectively make an 
impact. This is also the mission of DCU, and so Enrico's ideas match our 
institutional ambitions perfectly. 

Over the years, Enrico has been a close friend of DCU, working closely with the 
DCU Brexit Institute, the Dublin European Law Institute and our projects. 



In 2019, at the height of Brexit, Enrico came to Dublin to speak at the Brexit 
Institute. In 2021, during Covid-19, he joined us online to discuss a book on the 
future of Europe after Brexit. Earlier this year, he returned to Dublin to launch 
the university's Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence COMPETE, which is funded 
by the European Commission and is the first centre in Europe to examine 
European competitiveness in depth. 

It is therefore fitting that we welcome him back for a fourth time, during 
Ireland's Presidency of the Council of the EU. We honour both his words and 
his deeds for a united Europe, and we thank him for his friendship and support 
for Ireland and for our university. 

A Uachtaráin, I ask you to confer upon Enrico Letta the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy, honoris causa. 

 

 

 

   


